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Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
August 20, 2016 

The title of today’s sermon is:
Beautiful Attitudes
Let us pray …

Turn to our scripture that our deacon just read, 1 Chronicles 17:27, “Now therefore let it please thee to bless the house of thy servant, that it may be before thee for ever: for thou blessest, O LORD, and it shall be blessed for ever.”

Did you understand what that says? This is God’s word. When God blesses, it is blessed how long? Forever. When Genesis 2:3 says regarding the Sabbath, “And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: …” How long is the seventh day blessed? It make sense that if the day has been blessed forever, then it must be sanctified, or set apart for holy use forever, would that be a correct assumption? It will be a fruitless search of the entire Bible to try to find a single verse where God blessed the first day. It’s not there!

On the contrary we read in the fourth commandment Exodus 20:8, 9 “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:…”  We read what Jesus said in John 14:15, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” Exodus 20:9 Is a commandment to work on Sunday. Did the Lord change His mind? No, in fact Malachi 3:6 says, “For I am the LORD, I change not; …”

Let us now examine the Testimony of Jesus in Matthew 5:3-12 where we will find 9 precious promises; let’s read it together slowly: 

1.
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

2.
“Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

3.
“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

4.
“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. 

5.
“Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

6.
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

7.
“Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. 

8.
“Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

9.
“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.”
These 9 Beatitudes, or Beautiful Attitudes, that are blessed as given by Jesus on the Sermon on the Mount, fall under our scripture, “For thou blessest, O LORD, and it shall be blessed for ever.” Now let’s look at each one. 
1. “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Christ's first words to the people on the mount were words of blessing. Happy are they, He said, who recognize their spiritual poverty, and feel their need of redemption. The gospel is to be preached to the poor. It is not to be revealed to the spiritually proud, those who claim to be rich and in need of nothing, but to those who are humble and contrite.
The proud heart strives to earn salvation; but both our title to heaven and our fitness for it are found in the righteousness of Christ. The Lord can do nothing toward the recovery of man until, convinced of his own weakness, and stripped of all self-sufficiency, he yields himself to the control of God. Then he can receive the gift that God is waiting to bestow. From the soul that feels his need, nothing is withheld. He has unrestricted access to Him in whom all fullness dwells. Isaiah 57:15 says,  "For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones." “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Next:
2. “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.” By these words Christ does not teach that mourning in itself has power to remove the guilt of sin. While we sorrow on account of sin, we are to rejoice in the precious privilege of being children of God.
We often sorrow because our evil deeds bring unpleasant consequences to ourselves; but this is not repentance. Real sorrow for sin is the result of the working of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit reveals the ingratitude of the heart that has slighted and grieved the Savior, and brings us in contrition to the foot of the cross. By every sin Jesus is wounded afresh; and as we look upon Him whom we have pierced, we mourn for the sins that have brought anguish upon Him. Such mourning will lead to the renunciation of sin. “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.” Next:
3. “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.” The difficulties we have to encounter may be very much lessened by that meekness which hides itself in Christ. If we possess the humility of Jesus, we shall rise above the slights, the rebuffs, the annoyances, to which we are daily exposed, and they will cease to cast a gloom over the spirit. The highest evidence of nobility in a Christian is self-control. If those who under abuse, fail to maintain a calm and trustful spirit, they rob God of His right to reveal in that person His own perfection of character. Lowliness of heart is the strength that gives victory to the followers of Christ; it is the token of their connection with the courts above.  Remember, brothers and sisters that Jesus was our example in meekness, and meekness is not weakness, it is strength under control. Those who reveal the meek and lowly spirit of Christ are tenderly regarded by God. They may be looked upon with scorn by the world, but they are of great value in His sight. “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.” Next:
4. "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled."  

 The sense of unworthiness will lead the heart to hunger and thirst for righteousness, and this desire will not be disappointed. Those who make room in their hearts for Jesus will realize His love. All who long to bear the likeness of the character of God shall be satisfied. The Holy Spirit never leaves unassisted, the soul who is looking unto Jesus. He takes of the things of Christ and shows them unto him. If the eye is kept fixed on Christ, the work of the Spirit does not cease until the soul is conformed to His image. The pure element of love will expand the soul, giving it a capacity for higher attainments, for increased knowledge of heavenly things, so that it will not rest short of the fullness. "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness; for they shall be filled."  Next 5 & 6:
5. “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.” And, 
6. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.” The merciful shall find mercy, and the pure in heart shall see God. Every impure thought defiles the soul, impairs the moral sense, and tends to obliterate the impressions of the Holy Spirit. It dims the spiritual vision, so that men cannot behold God. The Lord may and does forgive the repenting sinner; but though forgiven, the soul is marred. All impurity of speech or of thought must be shunned by him who would have clear discernment of spiritual truth. But the words of Christ cover more than freedom from sensual impurity, more than freedom from that ceremonial defilement which the Jews so rigorously shunned. Selfishness prevents us from beholding God. Until we have renounced this, we cannot understand Him who is love. Only the unselfish heart, the humble and trustful spirit, shall see God as "merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth." Exodus 34:6.  Next:
7. "Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God." The peace of Christ is born of truth. It is harmony with God. The world is at enmity with the law of God; sinners are at enmity with their Maker; and as a result they are at enmity with one another. But the psalmist declares, "Great peace have they which love Thy law: and nothing shall offend them." Psalm 119:165. Men cannot manufacture peace. Human plans for the purification and uplifting of individuals or of society will fail of producing peace, because they do not reach the heart. The only power that can create or perpetuate true peace is the grace of Christ. When this is implanted in the heart, it will cast out the evil passions that cause strife and dissension. “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.”  Next #8 & 9:
8. "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
And,
9. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you."

The world loves sin, and hates righteousness, and this was the cause of its hostility to Jesus. All who refuse His infinite love will find Christianity a disturbing element. The light of Christ sweeps away the darkness that covers their sins, and the need of reform is made manifest. While those who yield to the influence of the Holy Spirit begin war with themselves, those who cling to sin war against the truth and its representatives. 
     Thus strife is created, and Christ's followers are accused as troublers of the people. But it is fellowship with God that brings them the world's enmity. They are bearing the reproach of Christ. They are treading the path that has been trodden by the noblest of the earth. Not with sorrow, but with rejoicing, should they meet persecution. Each fiery trial is God's agent for their refining. Each is fitting them for their work as co-laborers with Him. Each conflict has its place in the great battle for righteousness, and each will add to the joy of their final triumph. Having this in view, the test of their faith and patience will be cheerfully accepted rather than dreaded and avoided. Anxious to fulfill their obligation to the world, fixing their desire upon the approval of God, His servants are to fulfill every duty, irrespective of the fear or the favor of men. 

Christ taught with authority. The Sermon on the Mount is a wonderful production, yet so simple that a child can study it without being misled. The mount of beatitudes is an emblem of the high elevation on which Christ ever stood. He spoke with an authority which was exclusively His own. Every sentence He uttered came from God. He was the Word and the Wisdom of God, and He ever presented truth with the authority of God. "The words that I speak unto you," He said, "they are spirit and they are life." John 6:63.
And in addition to those 9 Beatitudes in Matthew, Jesus gave us 7 more in Revelation. If you have a sheet of paper, you may want to write them down as I go through them quickly:

1.
Revelation 1:3 “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.” 
2.
Revelation 14:13 “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.”

3.
Revelation 16:15 “Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.” 

4.
Revelation 19:9 “Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.”
5.
Revelation 20:6 “Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection:”
6.
Revelation 22:7 “Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.”

7.
Revelation 22:14 “Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.” 
“For thou blessest, O LORD, and it shall be blessed for ever.”
Let us pray …

